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Chair – Attorney General John Suthers 

 

Vice –Chairs: 

 Prevention – José Esquibel, Director, Interagency Prevention Systems, CDPHE 

 Law Enforcement – Lori Moriarty, Retired Commander, Thornton Police, 

Department, North Metro Drug Task Force 

 Treatment – Marc Condojani, Director of Community Treatment & Recovery 

Programs, Division of Behavioral Health, CDHS 

 

Attendees: John Suthers; Marc Condojani; Lori Moriarty; Michael Root; Val Kalnins; 

Colleen Brisnehan; Brenidy Rice; Chele Clark; Dan Rubinstein; Greg Daniels; Jade 

Woodard; Jeanne Smith; Dan Kaup; Liz Hickman; Melissa Gallardo; Debra Campeau 

 

Guests:  Jennifer West, ADEC; Julia Roguski, SAUO; Jim Adams-Berger, OMNI; Jen 

Shephard, OMNI; Jonathan Judge, CO Meth Project; Jim Gerhardt, North Metro Task 

Force; Jerry Peters, North Meth Task Force; Ricardo Tomaselli, HQ/AESPC Peterson 

AFB; Chris Knoepke, Peer Assistance Services; Joyce Washington, CDE; Kelly Perez, 

Governor’s Office; Helen Kaupang, DEA 

 

Introductions: 

Attorney Suthers called the meeting to order on March 23, 2012. 

 

Review and Approval of Minutes:  November 4, 2011, were approved by motion and 

approved. (Minutes will stand as corrected). 

 

Announcements: 

Dan Kaup – The State Judicial Conference is April 10
th

 -12
th

  at the Renaissance Hotel  

on Quebec. 

 

Legislation Updates: 

Attorney General Suthers– SB12-163 was dropped yesterday.  The bill reduced the 

penalty for possession of 4 grams or less of certain drugs from a class 6 felony to a class 

1 misdemeanor and reduces the penalty for possession of more than 4 grams of those 

certain drugs from a class 4 felony to a class 6 felony.  The bill proposed to appropriate 

the saving from the reduction in the criminal penalties to substance abuse treatment 

programs.  The department of human services will develop a trauma-informed substance 

abuse treatment and best practices training program.   

 

Comments -  

 Currently there are 200 persons in the Colorado corrections system with a class 6 

felony.  It is difficult to get a class 6 felony charge.  200 people are in correctional 

facilities just for drug offences.  They are there after a long non-stop process. 

  Bill is targeted at not getting this group into prison.  There are some 2,000 people in 

prison and this bill would change the population numbers.  
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 This bill will help 200 people get better but everyone else in the system get worse. 

There is a part in this bill about going to drug court.  We would miss a lot of people 

with this statement.  Not sure why we have this art in the bill.  Class 1 misdemeanor.  

Prison is not always the place to send people; treatment is what is needed but 

sometimes only prison will help.  A lot of times drug court is not just worth it, they 

will not come in for a misdemeanor. 

 

Jim Gerhardt and Jerry Peters reported out on HB-12-1325 and the rationale put forth by 

the Colorado Drug Investigators Association for a no vote on the bill, a PHARMA-

funded false hope for methamphetamine reduction. 

 

Methamphetamine is one of the most abused and dangerous drugs in the State of 

Colorado. Colorado Drug Investigators are on the front lines every day in the war against 

meth.  We strongly urge you to oppose HB 1235.  This bill would create a database to 

track the sales of common cold medicines containing a methamphetamine precursor such 

as pseudoephedrine (PSE).  This approach has been proven to be ineffective in other 

states where it has been implemented.  Just as in Colorado, these states were told that the 

tracking option would help stop the proliferation of meth precursors and yield a safer 

society.  This simply has not proven to be true.  Several states with this system have 

seen increases in meth lab incidents. 
 

 “The AP analyzed 9 years of DEA data on meth lab incidents and found that electronic 

tracking ‘not only failed to curb the meth trade… it also created a vast and highly 

lucrative market for profiteers to buy over-the-counter pills and sell them at a huge 

markup.’ Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Kentucky have had electronic tracking systems …in 

place since 2008, and since then meth incidents in those states have risen 164, 34, and 65 

percent respectively.” In testifying before Congress last April, Kent Shaw, the assistant 

chief of California’s Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement [said]. “The (pharmaceutical) 

industry has mastered appearing as if it is attempting to solve the problem. In reality, it is 

merely perpetuating the problem in order to continue reaping the financial gains 

generated by meth labs.”
1
 

 

The problems with HB 12-1325 include the following: 

1. Passing this bill could bring about a sense of having “done something” about this 

tragic problem and could delay the implementation of a real solution. 

2. The NPLEx system is a product of the company “Appriss”. This bill would only 

allow this specific product to be used in Colorado. If this bill is allowed to go 

forward, there are better technologies that we believe should be included. 

3. We believe that this bill allows a significant conflict of interest since pharmaceutical 

companies stand to lose profits if true solutions are enacted. This bill is administered 

by a company that boasts corporate membership including Pfizer, GW 

Pharmaceutical, Purdue Pharma, Otsuka Pharmaceutical Company, Endo 

Pharmaceuticals, Abbott Laboratories, Walgreens, Reckitt Benckiser. Why should 

Colorado pass special interest legislation for companies who stand to reap profit from 

the conversion of meth precursors to meth. 
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4. This bill would take the power away from local governments, preempting them from 

enacting stricter local ordinances regarding sale of products containing a 

methamphetamine precursor. 

5. Any solution to the meth epidemic must take a proactive approach in involving law 

enforcement. Under this bill there is no clear explanation as to the type, format, or 

amount of data available to law enforcement. Further, any data collected would be 

shared too late to have any real impact in drug investigations. 

6. The database anticipated in this bill may either lead the public to believe that an 

investigation will occur, when it will not, or will create expectations for law 

enforcement to investigate many innocent persons. Such investigations will diminish 

effective community/ police relations which are necessary to secure witnesses and 

create a willingness to report crimes, thus keeping our communities safe. 

7. If enacted this bill would do nothing to prevent the proliferation of meth precursors. 

Methamphetamine producers use a system called “smurfing” where multiple ID’s, 

with different names, are used to purchase mass quantities of precursor materials such 

as PSE.  Website - www.cdiausa.org  
1 
“Meth Flourishes Despite Tracking Laws” By Jim Salter, Associated Press, January 10, 2011 

 

Comments: 

 This is not coming out of the Colorado Commission of Criminal and Juvenile Justice, 

a legislatively mandated group with appointments by the governor.    

 We would like the State Meth Task Force to come out and say this bill is not 

something we back.  This also falls back on the counties to fund this.  This bill 

doesn’t address the cuts into the treatment dollars we have.  There will no longer be 

felony dollars but misdemeanor dollars. 

 Was child welfare at the table in your group?  Answer: Juvenile justice was at the 

table.  Child welfare was not on at the table.  The Colorado Division of Child Welfare 

needs to be at the table.  We need to have them at the table or Colorado DEC or 

National DEC. 

 The members need to take a stand on this issue.  We have made huge progress but we 

still need to make a noise about this.  People will still get to meth no matter what.  

Meth is now going to be a misdemeanor is wrong.   

 

A motion was made to formally communicate opposition to HB12-1325 through the 

AGs Office. The motion passed. 

(Note: Brenidy Rice abstained from voting.  The Judicial Department did not take 

a stance one way or the other on this Bill.) 

 

 

National Pharmaceutical Drug Take Back  

 Helen Kaupang, Diversion Group Supervisor 

 U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Denver Field Office 

 

The next National Take Back Event is set for April 28, 2012 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. 

For this round, 67 agencies signed up to participate. For the last event we had 84 

http://www.cdiausa.org/
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agencies.  There is still time to have more agencies sign up, so we are looking forward to 

our numbers going up. There will be a push out to the chiefs of police and sheriffs. 

 

Skyridge Hospital, in Lonetree, is holding a 9News Health Fair on that day so we are 

hoping to have a drop off site at that location. We have new agencies on board and we are 

looking for more. 

 

The federal funding for this event will be going away.  We will continue to do this until 

the regulations are written and the DEA has more guidance.  The regulations are still 

being written and it is hard to come up with a “one size fits all” approach to do this.  

Nationally, it cost approximately four million dollars per event to do this.  For the four 

states of the regional DEA office, the cost is $25,000.  The reason that DEA is doing this 

is because the county sheriffs and local police departments do not have the incinerators to 

destroy the drugs. 

 

Substance Abuse Data Dashboard and Provider Database 

Jim Adams-Berger, OMNI 

 

Two staff from OMNI Institute (a local research, evaluation, and training firm) presented 

the State Epidemiological & Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW) SharePoint Portal and data 

dashboard.  The portal is a web-based collaboration tool that can be used to share reports, 

event dates and information, fact sheets, breaking news, and data files.  The portal can 

also be used for communication via messages, blogs, and announcements.   Three access 

levels are possible:  1) view the site, 2) manage the site (add content), and 3) a secure 

area for a specified group (such as the State Meth Task Force) to store and share 

materials with only each other.  The portal site is accessed through the internet, using 

these steps: 

 

1. Go to:  http://collaboration.omni.org/default.aspx 

2. Click on the letter “s” in the Site List on the right side of the screen 

3. Click on “State Epidemiological & Outcomes Work Group” 

  

The data dashboard was designed based on input from the State Meth Task Force Data 

Committee in conjunction with the SEOW data subgroup and focuses on key substance 

use data indicators.  The dashboard displays data from multiple sources in a visual and 

interactive way to allow users to monitor related and relevant trends over time and among 

demographic or geographic groups.  Two tabs have been built for the SEOW dashboard:  

Consumption (30-day substance use & alcohol and drug-related treatment admissions) 

and Consequences (substance-related judicial filings & alcohol- and drug-induced 

mortality).   Data for additional years and demographic categories will be added by 

OMNI as they become available; some data are also available by county.     

 

Members of the State Meth Task Force expressed interest in data on treatment discharges, 

treatment admission for prescription drug use, referrals to treatment by health care 

providers as a result of health care reform, and distinguishing between court-ordered and 

http://collaboration.omni.org/default.aspx
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voluntary treatment admissions.  The dashboard can be accessed through the SEOW 

portal under the “SEOW Dashboard and Data” section or directly through this website: 

 https://securedashboard.omni.org/SEOW/.  If the website is being accessed for the first 

time, viewers will need to agree to increase available storage when prompted by a pop-up 

window. 

  

OMNI encourages the members of the State Meth Task Force to utilize the portal and 

data dashboard and welcomes further discussion on how to make both resources more 

useful for this group.   Questions or comments about the portal or dashboard should be 

directed to José Esquibal and Jim Adams-Berger (jadamsb@omni.org). 

 

 

Substance Exposed Newborns Subcommittee  

Jade Woodard, Executive Director, Colorado Alliance for Drug Endangered Kids 

 

HB12-1100 was passed and signed.  It took us 3 ½ years to complete this process.  This 

bill prohibits information obtained during a drug screen or test performed during a 

determination of pregnancy or as part of prenatal care for a pregnant woman from being 

admissible in criminal proceedings.   HB 12-1100 does not prohibit law enforcement 

from prosecution based on evidence obtained using methods other than the screenings or 

testing described and does not restrict prenatal care providers from sharing test results 

with child welfare agencies as would be indicated.   The idea of passing the bill was to 

have the medical community have a standard way to do this.     We are partnering with 

SBIRT Colorado to do the screenings and are hoping to build off its processes. 

 

We are working with OBGYN stakeholders to get this information into hands of OBGYN 

practitioners regarding substance abuse during pregnancy. 

 

The Colorado Substance Exposed Newborns Steering Committee has vetted out the 

White Paper to key stakeholders and is in the process of producing the final document.  

We are hoping to have this out to the communities.  Final edits 2 weeks prior to the Meth 

Task Force.  We would like to take a little more time to get priorities out of the 

whitepaper.  We are thinking that the battle will come when we ask for more testing of 

the pregnant women.  Testing will be the bailiwick. 

 

 

Colorado Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 

April 10-12, 2012 is the “Best Practices Meet the Community Conference,” which will be 

a  problem solving conference.  There are two slots available. Contact Jade if you are 

interested in attending.  This year’s focus is on implementation.  We have done the 

planning and now we need to figure out how to move forward with it.  All information 

will be available on the CODEC website.   

 

The Rural Law Enforcement Meth Initiative was a huge win for the task force.  We were 

able to have Nicki Erb as the RLEMI coordinator for two years before the funding ended.  

https://securedashboard.omni.org/SEOW/
mailto:jadamsb@omni.org


COLORADO METHAMPHETAMINE TASK FORCE 

Meeting March 23, 2012 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Attorney General’s Office 

FINAL  FINAL 

 

 6 

At this time we are not able to offer support to the rural area as before.  We are still 

looking for any support to continue this work.  are there any new source of money to do 

this?  Jose and Jade are meeting with El Pomar to discuss funding.   

 

One suggestion is to check with The Piton Foundation on money that might be available. 

 

CODEC is working on marijuana training for welfare workers.  We are creating a fact 

sheet for the caseworkers, we want to outline the risks and what are the preventative 

safety items.  Some marijuana groups have contacted Jade asking for some safety tips to 

protect their kids. 

 

The 3
rd

 Annual Fund Raising event is set for May 4
th

 at the Butterfly Pavilion.  It is a Fun 

Family Fundraiser that starts at 5:00 – 9:00pm.   

 

Meth Environment Issues: 

Colleen Brisnehan, Environment Cleanup Specialist, CO Dept.   of Public Health 

and Environment  

SB12-162 proposes to create required actions regard meth lab cleanup on the part of local 

government that do not currently exist.  The existing statute only requires that the local 

governing body receive meth lab cleanup reports. SB12-162 requires the governing body 

to determine whether a property meets the cleanup standard by having verification 

sampling conducted, then either issuing a certificate of compliance or pursuing a public 

nuisance action.  This essentially creates a requirement that the governing body establish 

an oversight program to ensure compliance with the statute.  

 

We are still having issues with the fact that state government has no authority over 

conducting cleanup and the local agencies are doing the oversight, but Denver does not.  

We have the standards for clean up but no authority to enforce this.  The media is picking 

up on the fact that they is no one regulating cleanup.  There is no one regulating the 

regulators.   

 

Through the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment we are trying to 

have training and a license needed to oversee the cleanup the meth. 

 

Drug Policy Task Force 

Dan Rubistenin, District Attorney’s Office, 21
ST

 Judicial District 

 

There are two things that we are dealing with efforts to combine SB1-318 and HB-1352 

in regards to combining the money.  The SB-318 money is designated to be spent on 

substance abuse and treatment, and that includes whatever treatment they want.  HB-1352 

money and SB12-318 money overlap, therefore the proposal to combine the funds  with 

oversight going to the state.  The communities are a little nervous about this because they 

want to spend the funds the way they see fit.  Denver is not part of this because Denver is 

a home rule community and the Denver county court is done different.  Their data does 

not feed into the system.  
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Another issue is the timeline of six months to come up with a new drug grid to figure out 

what sentences should be.  It is a matrix.  We are currently working on a simpler way to 

do this and a number of discussions followed.   

 

There has been talk about consolidation of the funds to include prevention dollars to 

come out of this.  We are working on it; we are looking at suggestions.  One of the issue 

is about what prevention looks like.   

 

Discussion of Emerging Meth Issues in Colorado: 

 Marc Condojani, Vice Chair (acting) 

 

What do we see happening in our state? 

 

There was a bust that netted two giant bags of meth.  The cost of meth is down.  We are 

seeing pure meth coming up from Arizona and being cut here in Colorado. We are 

finding fewer new people using meth. Heroin is now the new big drug.   

Meth is going down and heroin is coming up.  This trend is being seen across the board. 

 

Treatment admissions is heroin and prescription drug addictions have increased. 

 

Heroin addiction and meth addiction are very different.  Heroin detox is awful.  But once 

they are off it is easier to treat. 

  

Potential Impact of Marijuana Initiatives 

One of the public discussion topics is the regulation of marijuana like alcohol beverage 

products. 

 

In Colorado state law, anyone over 21 can grow up to six plants in their home and have .5 

ounce.  But remember this is still against Federal law. 

 

Any follow through with letters to schools from the feds?  Only one person from Boulder 

sent back a note saying this is not your business and why are you in it? 

 

For the most part anyone receiving a letter from the feds did close down their business if 

they were within 1000 feet of a school. 

 

The Court of Appeals states that a person cannot use marijuana while on probation even 

if they have a medical card from the state. 

 

Is this Task Force going to take a stand on marijuana if this comes out on the ballot?  If it 

comes down to it are we going to take a stand on this issue? 
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Next meeting: May 4, 2012 

Colorado Municipal League 

1144 Sherman St., Denver (South of the Capitol) 

 

  

 

 

 


